Georgia, Bama to play for Crown exec 


Rockets Harden could miss SIX WEEKS pasee: 
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Mostly cloudy: High 37, Low 23 


WORLD 


Violent 
protests 
confound 
Iranian 
leaders 


Anti-government 
protests have turned 
increasingly violent 
with the deaths of 12 
demonstrators anda 
police officer, raising 
the stakes as unrest 
on the streets has 
raged now for five 
days. Page A6 


BUSINESS 


Associated Press 
TV producer 
Shonda Rhimes 
supports the effort. 


Hollywood 
women fight 
harassment 
More than 300 
prominent actresses, 
writers, directors, 
producers and 
executives form an 
initiative to fight 
sexual harassment 
in Hollywood 

and in blue- 

collar workplaces 
nationwide. Page B1 


NATION 


Teen accused 
of opening fire 
on his family 

A 16-year-old 

New Jersey boy 
armed with a semi- 
automatic rifle 

shot and killed his 
parents, sister anda 
family friend inside 
the home where they 
lived, authorities say. 
Page A6 


STAR 


Pantry design 
can be key to 
happy kitchen 
Making the most 
out of storage space 
in the kitchen 
means creating a 
special area that 

is not only functional 
but attractive, too. 
Page D1 


By Andrew Kragie 


Susan Yang pon- 
dered her New Year’s 
resolution after 
church Sunday morn- 
ingas she walked from 
the sanctuary to the 
church nursery. After 
the chaos of 2017, it 
seemed hard to focus 
ona single goal for the 
coming year. 

Then she saw her 
2-year-old daughter, 
Eliana, standing at the 
childproof gate of the 
nursery classroom, 
reaching her arms up- 
ward to be scooped up. 
The words of a New 
Year’s resolution came 
to her. 


“Just get my life back to nor- 
mal,” she said, walking toward 


her little girl. 


After the Yangs’ Meyerland- 


Melissa Phillip / Houston Chronicle 
Latonia Fisher braves temps in the 30s Monday to take a Polar Bear Plunge with her husband, Woodley, 
and son Hunter, 11, in The Woodlands. The big chill is going to stay a while. STORY ON PAGE A3. 


RESOLUTIONS ECHO 
TRIUMPH, TRAUMA 


Astros’ victory, Harvey’s havoc 
inspire New Year’s pledges 


Marie D. De Jesus / Houston Chronicle 


Susan Yang, with daughter Eliana, 2, resolves to 
return to normalcy in their Harvey-damaged home. 


area house flooded during Hurri- 


cane Harvey — and after repairs 
were slowed by a bad contrac- 
tor, leaving it uninhabitable four 
months after the storm — she is 


of Americans told pollsters they 
planned to do. Harvey inspired 
some resolutions, the Astros’ 

Resolutions continues on A7 


ready to get life back 
on track for herself, 
Eliana and her hus- 
band, Danny, who's 
the senior pastor at 
Westbury United 
Methodist. But there’s 
one thing about Yang’s 
post-Harvey experi- 
ence of loss and dislo- 
cation that she hopes 
will continue. 

“I think I have a lot 
more empathy,” she 
said. “I don’t know if 
it’s a resolution, but I 
want to keep my eyes 
open for people in 
need.” 

Across the Houston 
area, people made res- 
olutions for the new 
year, which about half 


North 
Korea 
tries 
new 


ploy 


Kim could drive 
wedge between 
U.S., South Korea 


By Choe Sang-Hun 
and David E. Sanger 
NEW YORK TIMES 


SEOUL, South Korea 
— Beyond a New Year’s 
declaration by North Ko- 
rea’s leader, Kim Jong Un, 
that he would move to the 
mass-production of nucle- 
ar weapons and intercon- 
tinental missiles in 2018 
lies a canny new strategy 
to initiate direct talks with 
South Korea in the hope 
of driving a wedge into its 
seven-decade alliance with 
the United States. 

Kim, perhaps sensing 
the simmering tension 
between President Don- 
ald Trump and President 
Moon Jae-in of South Ko- 
rea, called for an urgent 
dialogue between the two 
Koreas before the opening 
of the Winter Olympics in 
the South next month. 

The strained relation- 
ship between the allies 
has been playing out for 
months, as Moon, a liberal, 
argued for economic and 
diplomatic openings with 
the North, even as Trump 
has worked hard to squeeze 
the North with increasingly 
punishing sanctions. Moon 
also angered Trump and his 
aides in recent months by 
suggesting he holds what 
he called a veto over any 
U.S. pre-emptive military 
action against the North’s 
nuclear program. 

Until now, Kim has large- 
ly ignored Moon, whom the 
North Korean media has 
portrayed as a spineless 
lackey of the United States. 
But the dramatic shift in 

Trump continues on A7 


Judge race reflects Montgomery County tensions 


‘Conservative movement’ legislator 
challenges longtime GOP official 


By Mike Snyder 


Montgomery County 
Judge Craig Doyal embrac- 
es the role of community 
booster with a zeal that 
befits a longtime elected 
official whose roots in the 


county stretch back four 
generations. 

“People don’t come to 
Montgomery County be- 
cause it’s broken,” Doyal 
recently told a group of 
county employees, citing 
its rapid growth. “I get 


sick and tired of people 
talking about how bad 
things are in Montgomery 
County. They are not.” 
State Rep. Mark Ke- 
ough, who wants to deny 
Doyal a second term in 
a March 6 primary, also 
expresses admiration for 
the county where he lives. 
Like countless candidates 
who have challenged in- 


Montgom- 
ery County 
Judge Craig 
Doyal is 
seeking 

f a second 
term. 


cumbents, however, he 
says his campaign is a 
response to a clamor for 
change. 


“People came to me and 
asked, ‘What’s going on in 
Montgomery County?” 
Keough said. “I believe 
Montgomery County has 
a black eye. I believe our 
reputation around the 
state is tainted” by con- 
flict-of-interest allegations 
involving Doyal and other 
county officials. 

Tensions continues on A8 


‘Internal tourniquet’ helps 
buy patients critical seconds 


By Todd Ackerman 


Ejected from his motor- 
cycle after his tires hit a 
patch of oil, Michael Cassi- 
dy landed ona fire hydrant 
with such force doctors 
described it as splitting 
him up the middle. 

Emergency respond- 
ers worked heroically to 
save Cassidy, but by the 
time Life Flight arrived at 


Memorial Hermann Hos- 
pital in the Texas Medical 
Center, he was fighting 
for his life, vital signs fad- 
ing, both brain and heart 
starving for more blood. 
Transfusions couldn’t 
keep up with the loss. 

“He was actively bleed- 
ing to death,” said Dr. 
Michelle McNutt, chief of 
trauma at Memorial Her- 
mann’s Red Duke Trauma 


Institute. 

But McNutt and her 
team had a new tool 
available that gave hope 
for Cassidy — a catheter 
that opens a balloon in 
the body’s main artery, 
temporarily stopping the 
hemorrhaging that threat- 
ens a patient’s life. Doctors 
describe it as an “internal 
tourniquet” and call it a 

Device continues on A8 


Yi-Chin Lee / Houston Chronicle 


A new device enabled doctors to keep Michael 
Cassidy alive after a motorcycle wreck. He recovered 
fully and was there for his son’s first Christmas. 
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